
I Choose Community
Sunday’s Definition:

Community: A group of people displaying cooperative unity.

Discuss as a group some examples of what it means for people to live out 
that kind of community.

Lessons from Matthew 18:12-20
Read Matthew 18:12-14. The story of the good shepherd here is often 
used to promote evangelism. What do you think this story says about the 
importance of community?

Read Matthew 18:15-17. How does this section relate to the good 
shepherd story immediately preceding?

Matthew 18 is not a generalized set of instructions on handling personal 
conflict. It is a specific set of instructions for how to respond to the sin of a 
community member. Why is that an important distinction to make?

Have you ever been part of a Christian community that took community 
seriously enough to address sin this way? How did it work out?

Read Matthew 18:18-20. These three verses are difficult because they are 
often taken out of context. What are some interpretations you have heard 
of these verses?

By keeping these verses in the context of community and restoration of 
sin, what do you think Jesus was trying to teach by these verses?

What do you think of our “Fire” statement?

GOD’S FAMILY FUELS MY FIRE
The Spirit dwells in me but his power is revealed in community. I 
intentionally prioritize Christian relationships because I have something to 
give and something to receive. Matt 22:39-40 (Acts 2:1-4 :: Gal 6:10 :: 1 
Th 5:19 :: Eph 4)
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